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[D\Harbour\ Marine Activities] 

NOTE ON PLANNING FOR MARINE-RELATED 
ACTIVITIES IN THE WATERBODIES IN HONG KONG 

 

A Shared Vision 

] we share the need for a world class living harbour and an exciting and 

interactive water-front 

] our vision is “to make Victoria Harbour attractive, vibrant, accessible and 

symbolic of Hong Kong – a harbour for the people and a harbour of life” 

 

Functions/Activities of the Harbour 

] Victoria Harbour is one of the busiest in the world, with heavy marine-traffic. 

The inner harbour fairway is congested 

] the Harbour serves multi-functions: 

y economic uses such as container terminals, cargo handling, ferry 

terminals  

y fairway for marine traffic 

y marine-based uses such as marine fire services, police, Immigration 

and Customs and Excise marine facilities, ferry piers, berthing areas 

y tourism/recreational uses such as cruise terminals and marinas 

y each marine facility has its locational requirements and demand.  

Relocation opportunities are limited  

] the Government is open and positive to marine-related recreational 

activities so long as the safety and functional integrity of the Harbour are not 

compromised 

] there are already a lot of marine-related recreational activities in the 

Harbour, such as sailing, circular harbour cruise/tours with dining facilities, 

yachting.  But, users may not choose the Harbour as the final destination 

] special events e.g. Dragon Boat racing, firework displays, laser shows are 

also organized 

] changing functions over time, due to changes in technology and economy 
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e.g. from boatyards, warehouses, oil depots, etc. to other uses 

 

Siting of Marine-Related Recreational Activities 

] we have examined marine-related recreational uses/activities in the context 

of various planning studies e.g. HK2030 Study, Planning Study on the 

Harbour and its Waterfront Areas (Harbour Plan Study), the South East and 

the South West Development Strategy Reviews 

] the general findings on the siting consideration of these activities are: 

y functional compatibility with adjoining marine users  

y marine safety for different marine users 

y enjoyment of users, which may be affected by water quality, calmness 

of the waterbody, tranquility etc 

y land availability for developing supporting facilities 

y accessibility  

] spatial distribution of marine-related recreational activities as recommended 

in various planning studies: 

y Victoria Harbour: cruise terminal, circular hopping harbour cruise 

service and dedicated piers for harbour cruises etc. are more suitable 

while some other activities may not e.g. rowing, wind surfing, dinghy 

sailing, boat racing, mainly on safety ground, sea conditions and 

physical setting.  A range of potential events and activities for 

waterfront open space and harbour area have also been proposed in 

the Harbour Plan Study 

y SENT: water sports centres such as windsurfing, rowing, canoeing, 

kayaking and sailing, provision of sea plane facilities and landing area at 

High Island Reservoir; island hopping trips with dinning facilities around 

the Inner Port Shelter; inshore water recreation at coastal area of Port 

Shelter, around Kau Sai Chau, Sharp Island and Tai Tau Chau and 

between Jin Island and Bluff Island such as non-motorized boating, 

canoeing, kayaking, recreational fishing etc; promotion of scuba diving 

in Kwo Chau Island; strengthening of Hebe Haven for waterfront 

recreation, extended marina and club-med type guesthouses 
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y SWNT: water-based recreation and low-intensity recreational uses in 

South Lantau.  Watersport centres at Pui O Beach (non-motorised 

watersports) and Cheung Sha Beach (motorised watersports).  

Boardwalks from Lower Cheung Sha to Tong Fuk Beach to enhance the 

attraction and connectivity along the South Lantau coast. 

y NENT: inshore water recreation at Three Fathoms Cove, Plover 

Clove, etc. 

y NWNT: industries that require sea frontage, river trade, etc. 

y Reservoirs: could be a resource for modest scale, water-based 

recreational activities such as rowing, sailing and fishing 

 

Our Work Ahead: Harbour Plan Review 

] a world class living harbour can only be achieved with both vibrant 

shore-based and water-based activities 

] any proposed marine activities have to be considered together with the 

on-going activities in the Harbour and other facilities in the water-front  

] the Harbour Plan Review will address the marine-related recreational uses 

and activities as a main issue in harbour-front planning, taking into account 

previous studies findings and other existing/planned shore-based activities 

] emphasis should be placed to developing a vibrant harbour for public 

enjoyment, yet a safe use as well as the functional integrity of the Harbour 

and its role as the international port should not be compromised 

] we shall engage the community in enhancing our waterfront and making it a 

vibrant living harbour 
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